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the most important in Europe, and from the German part of it
was obtained about one-fourth of the coal mined in Germany.
Though not so suitable for coking and steam raising purposes as
that from Westphalia, Silesian coal is well adapted to household
requirements, and its market extended from Berlin to Vienna. The
miischelkalk of the Tarnowitz Plateau'contains much lead and the
largest deposits of zinc in Europe, while there is iron ore at Oppeln
not far distant. This combination of coal, zinc, lead, and iron led
to the growth of a considerable metallurgical industry at Tarnowitz,
Beuthen, KSnigshiitte, Gleiwitz, Kattowitz, and elsewhere. Here
were obtained five-sixths of the zinc and over one-half of the
lead produced in Germany, and here also were numerous iron
works which relied largely upon imported ore. The trans-
ference to Poland by * the Council of the League of Nations
of the eastern and south-eastern districts of this region de-
prived Germany of about three-fourths of the productive coal
mines of Upper Silesia, the greater part of its lead and zinc
deposits, and the blast furnaces, zinc works,, and silver-lead
refineries situated in and about Tamowitz, Kdnigshiitte, and
Kattowitz.1 By more intensive working the output of the re-
maining coal mines had been nearly doubled by 1929, when
22,000,000 tons were raised (1934, 19,000,000).
COMMUNICATIONS. In Germany there axe now 36,000 miles of
railway, of which over 33,000 miles are owned by the State, while
the remainder are in the hands of private companies. Berlin, upon
which converge many of the most important lines in the country,
may be regarded as the centre of the system. One line places it in
direct commuiHcation with the great port of Hamburg; and another,
which runs to Cologne by way of Hanover, Hamm, and Ober-
hausen, has connections with Bremen and Emden at Stendal, with
the Hook of Holland, Rotterdam, and Amsterdam at Lohne, with
Flushing at Oberhausen, and with Ostend at Cologne. The capital
is also connected with Cologne by a line which passes through
Magdeburg, Soest, and Biisseidorf. From Cologne the gorge and
tic rift-valley of the Rhine open up a great highway to the south,
there are railroads on either side of the river from which im-
portant lines branch off. From Coblenz one follows the course of
the             by Trier and Metz to Nancy, and another utilizes the
1 See also Chapter XVIII,